Sharing the Living Legacy of the Lincoln Motor Cars
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Now is the time to increase the sharing of the
Lincoln automobile living legacy by building a
museum dedicated to the Lincoln motor car.
n America’s passionate love
affair with the automobile
continues to inspire
new generations. This is
demonstrated in a variety of
ways, including the formation
of affinity clubs in which
enthusiasts can share their
interest in a particular brand
or segment of the automotive
market, past and present.
The Lincoln automobile has
inspired the creation of four
major affinity clubs:
• Lincoln Owners Club
• Lincoln-Zephyr Owners
Club
• Road Race Lincoln
Register
• Lincoln and Continental
Owners Club
For many years, these clubs
have been active in promoting
the Lincoln brand, preserving
the Lincoln heritage and
vehicles, and sharing the
passion and knowledge of their
members with others.

Now, in order to increase
their educational and
preservation activities, the
four Lincoln clubs, along with
additional friends of the Lincoln
brand, have incorporated a
public educational foundation
to pursue a three-phase
program:
I. The creation and
maintenance of a
comprehensive, properly
curated and protected
Lincoln archive.

The first phase is well
underway, with the existence of
a growing, curated archive now
approaching 10,000 individual
pieces. That archive is open to
the public.
Now is the time to initiate
phases two and three, starting
with the construction and
furnishing of a museum
building.

II. The construction of a
premier, state-of-the-art
museum to preserve and
display Lincoln automobiles
and memorabilia.
III. The implementation of
an active educational
outreach program, making
the best use of the archive,
the museum, and the
extensive knowledge of club
members.
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The Gilmore Car Museum invites the Lincoln clubs
to build a museum on its unique Michigan campus.

www.gilmorecarmuseum.org

n The internationally acclaimed
Gilmore Car Museum of
Hickory Corners, Michigan,
was opened to the public in
1966, and is located about
equidistant between the major
population centers of Detroit,
Chicago, and Indianapolis.
The Gilmore currently displays
over 250 extraordinary vintage
vehicles in fifteen historic
buildings including antique
barns, an operating 1940’s
diner, and a recreated 1930’s
Shell gas station. The museum
maintains a comprehensive
schedule of events, activities and
educational programs, receiving
over 50,000 visitors each year.
In recent years, the Gilmore
Car Museum has offered
partnerships to selected
automotive groups to develop
sites on the Gilmore campus
to construct museum buildings
open to the public. Uniquely,

the buildings and their contents
would be owned and managed
by the partner organizations.
To date, the Classic Car
Club of America, the PierceArrow Foundation, the
Cadillac-LaSalle Museum, the
Tucker Automobile Club, the
H. H. Franklin Car Club, the
National Miniatures Trust, and
the Ford Model A Foundation
have accepted invitations to
construct buildings or maintain
collections on the Gilmore Car
Museum site.
The Gilmore has graciously
extended an invitation to the
four Lincoln affinity clubs to
construct a museum building
on the Gilmore campus. The
invitation fits perfectly with the
clubs’ strategic plans for the
future; accordingly, they have
eagerly accepted the invitation.
The Lincoln clubs will
own and administer the

Lincoln museum building and
collections. The Gilmore will
lease the land to the clubs and
provide day-to-day maintenance
of the building and the
collection for a monthly fee.
The Lincoln clubs have
chosen to utilize their public
educational foundation, the
Lincoln Motor Car Foundation,
as the repository for the funds
required to build and furnish
the museum. The Lincoln
Motor Car Foundation is
a not-for-profit foundation
incorporated in Michigan and
designated by the Internal
Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3)
foundation under the Internal
Revenue Code. As such,
contributions to the museum
building fund, the archives, or
the education outreach program
should be deductible for Federal
income tax purposes.

n The “Lincoln
Stones,” formerly
installed over
the door of the
Lincoln factory
Administration
Building in
Detroit, have
been on display
at the Gilmore
since 2006
and will be
added to the
Lincoln Museum
collection.
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The inspiration for the Lincoln
Motor Car Museum Building
n Much of the significance
and charm of the Gilmore Car
Museum campus lies in the
placement of many historic
structures, both restored
originals and replicas, on the
site. In keeping with that
theme, the Lincoln Motor
Car Museum, although a new
building, is patterned after a
historic Lincoln dealership.

The P.J. Platte Lincoln
dealership, the inspiration
for the museum’s exterior
appearance, was constructed
in the early 1920’s at 3700
Jefferson Avenue in Detroit,
Michigan. It was built in a
neo-classical architectural style
appropriate for the luxury image
of the Lincoln automobile, and
was an imposing edifice typical

of many luxury automobile
dealerships of the era. Shortly
after Ford Motor Company
purchased the Lincoln Motor
Company in February, 1922,
the Ford line was added to
all Lincoln dealerships. Later
photographs of the Platte
dealership building depict both
Ford and Lincoln identification.

n Left: The P.J. Platte Lincoln
dealership was featured in the
January, 1926, Lincoln Service
Bulletin. “The building is located
on a corner,” noted the text,
“permitting a show window both
in front and on the side.” The
location of the Lincoln Motor
Car Museum will have the same
advantage.
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n By 1937, the 3700 Jefferson Avenue dealership was operating under
the name A.W. Reister, and the signage indicates that Ford V-8’s were
offered in addition to the new Lincoln-Zephyrs seen here.
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Fifteen thousand square feet
of Lincoln magic
n With the façade of the Platte
Lincoln dealership as their
reference, Bosch Architects
of Grand Rapids, Michigan,
have designed an elegant
fifteen-thousand-square-foot,
clear-span building in which
to display and explain the past,
present and future legacy of the
Lincoln automobile.
The Lincoln building will be
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situated on a prominent corner
within the Gilmore campus.
This corner site will recreate the
corner location of the original
Platte dealership, with the
advantage of visibility and access
from two thoroughfares.
In order to make a visit
more pleasurable, the Lincoln
building will be connected via
indoor passages to the central

Gilmore Automotive Heritage
Center and a large number of
additional display buildings.
These connections will allow
visitors to have convenient,
all-weather access to additional
automotive collections as well
as services such as rest rooms,
food service, gift shops, meeting
rooms, archives, libraries and
reception areas.

C
B
A
A P roposed Lincoln Motor
Car Museum
B Existing Franklin Museum
C Existing Steam Barn and
Annexes
D T he New Gilmore Heritage
Center

n The Lincoln Motor
Car Museum will
occupy a corner
space between the
Steam Barn building
(left) and the new
Franklin Museum at
far right.
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n This architect’s plan shows
the Lincoln Motor Car Museum’s
central location among a cluster
of automotive exhibit buildings,
some existing and some still on
the drawing board. Other makes
showcased will include Franklin,
Pierce-Arrow, Cadillac-LaSalle,
and Model A Ford, in addition to
the Gilmore’s eclectic, permanent
collection of American vehicles.
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Great museums tell stories

n Illustrations and sketches
by Jack Juratovic.

n The new Lincoln Motor
Car Museum will illustrate the
rich history of the American
automobile by tracing
the legacy of the Lincoln
automobile as a unifying thread.
The Lincoln is unique among
automotive brands, as the
activities of Henry and Wilfred
Leland, Henry and Edsel Ford,
Billy Durant, the third, fourth
and fifth generations of the
Ford family, and the hundreds
of thousands of dedicated
people associated with the
Lincoln brand are integrated
into a fascinating continuum.
A visit to the Lincoln
Museum will provide an
entertaining and educational
encounter with some of
the finest automobiles ever
produced and an acquaintance

with the many people who
worked to make them great.
Memorable, multi-sensory
presentations are planned, with
exhibits brought to life with the
latest audio/visual technologies.
Among the significant
milestones of Lincoln history to
be represented are:
• The history of the Henry
Ford Company, paralleling
the Cadillac story and Henry
Leland’s leadership of Cadillac.
• Henry and Wilfred Leland
leave Cadillac to establish the
Lincoln Motor Company for
the production of Liberty
aircraft engines.
• Henry Ford purchases the
Lincoln Motor Car Company to
expand Ford Motor Company
into the luxury automotive
market.

Henry Ford

Edsel B. Ford
n Ford acquires Lincoln, 1922

Indy Pace Car
1932 Lincoln KB
Roadster

n Henry Ford II drives the 1946 Lincoln
Continental Indianapolis 500 Pace Car
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1956 Continental Mark II display with photos of
William Clay Ford and designer John Reinhart
1953 Lincoln Road Race Replica
and 1952 Lincoln Capri
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More Lincoln stories...
• The 1920’s and 1930’s
Classic Era of coach-built
American luxury vehicles, with
Lincoln designs supervised and
inspired by Edsel Ford.
• Streamlining in American
design and the introduction of
the 1936 Lincoln-Zephyr.
• The classic Lincoln
Continentals of 1940-48.
• The 1952-54 Pan
American Road races dominated
by Lincoln.
• The development and
introduction of the iconic 1956
Continental Mark II.
• The introduction of the
trend-setting 1961-63 Lincolns.
• The 1969-79 Mark revival
highlighted by the “Designer
Marks.”

Henry M.
Leland

Museum rendering
by Randy Mytar

1980 Lincoln
Town Car

• The 1980 Lincoln
downsizing in response to
multiple oil disruptions.
• The 1998 Navigator
creates the luxury sport utility
vehicle segment, and the
Lincoln product line outsells
Cadillac.
• Current and future Lincoln
vehicles representing the
resurgence of
the brand.

1961
Lincoln
Continental

1968
Continental
Mark III

1957 Lincoln
Premiere
Designer
Eugene T.
“Bob”
Gregorie

1998 Lincoln
Navigator

1949 Lincoln
Cosmopolitan

2013
Lincoln
MKT
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Now is the time for your involvement and support
n The Lincoln museum building and adjacent outdoor
patio areas will be dedicated exclusively to highlighting
the American automobile industry with significant
examples of Lincoln motor cars as the unifying theme.
Three million, five hundred thousand dollars is required
to initiate construction of the museum building, with
a significant endowment to assure maintenance and
permanence of the facility and associated programs.
The Lincoln Motor Car Museum will be a place of
education, fascination and inspiration. It can also be
a place of lasting legacy for you. There is a variety of
naming, memorial or commemorative opportunities
available.
1937 Lincoln K

Phase I Project Costs

15,000 square foot structure. . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,500,000
Site improvements, heating and air conditioning
Furnishings, lighting, signage. . . . . . . . . . . . 
100,000
Exhibits and acquisitions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
400,000
Perpetual endowment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500,000
Total, Phase I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,500,000
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Giving levels
n There are several methods of giving.
Your gift in any of the following forms
will be sincerely appreciated and carefully
utilized.
• Cash or securities
• Multiyear pledge up to five years
• Planned or deferred giving
• Memorial or commemorative gifts

Memorials
The following categories have been
established for levels of giving, shown
with the location of recognition planned
on the museum premises:

• Founders—Over $200,000
Vestibule and welcoming area
• Sponsors—$100,000-$200,000
Outdoor event plazas
• Patrons—$50,000-$100,000
Galleries
• Benefactors—$25,000-$50,000
Major exhibits
• Subscribers—$10,000-$25,000
Patios; interior wall displays;
exhibits
• Advocates—$5000-$10,000
Exterior stone benches; flagpole
• Friends—$1000-$5000
Gardens and plantings

n Memorial naming opportunities and recognition for both the memorialized
individual and the donor are available. Funds may also be pooled to allow significant
elements of the site to be identified as part of a memorial. All memorial contributions
in excess of $500 will be acknowledged on the site; memorial gifts are also eligible for
naming opportunities.
The following Memorials are now in place, to which you may desire to add funds,
or you may create an additional memorial for a special friend, a family member, or
someone whom you admire:
Al Bonlie
Jeanne E. Brown
Robert Burke II
Earl and Margaret
Carpenter
Chadwick A. Coombs
Robert H. Davis
Buzz DeClerk
Barbara Duncan
Jerry L. Flannery
Edsel B. Ford
Thomas R. Groden, Sr.

Barney B. Hightower
Henry M. Leland
Douglas W. Mattix
Ferdinand V. Meinor
Richard Macintosh
James Grant Milne
Fran Olweiler
Hank Pittman
Walter P. Rhea
Elmer J. Rohn
L. Dale Schaeffer
Harvey W. Schofield

Michael Simco
Charles Steward
Roy Thorson
Arthur Whitmire
Edson P. Williams
Paul B. Willson, Jr.
Carl Wolf
Bernie Wolfson
Carl H.Yoho
Eldon Yung

• Supporters—$100-$1000
Walkway bricks; patio pavers;
interior benches
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My personal support for the
Lincoln Motor Car Museum
n Please join your friends and supporters of the Lincoln automotive heritage in making a
generous gift for the purpose of building a museum where we may share with the public the
history of the Lincoln brand. Contributions for the museum building fund of the Lincoln
Motor Car Foundation are welcome as a one-time gift, a pledge payable over five years,
appreciated securities, or as part of your estate planning. The gifts can be made in your name,
in commemoration of someone that you’d like to honor, or as a memorial to a loved one or
friend. Appropriate recognition of your gift will be made at the museum site. Many special
naming opportunities are available, or one that particularly appeals to you can be created.
The Lincoln Motor Car Foundation is organized as a not-for-profit Michigan corporation and is recognized by the
Internal Revenue Service as a public, tax-exempt foundation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
Your contributions to the Foundation should be tax-deductible from your federal income tax.
Supporter’s Name (s) _________________________________________________________________________________
Postal Address _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone _____________________________ E-mail address __________________________________________________
Pledge Amount $ ________________ Enclosed: ___________________ Payable Over 5 Years: _____________________
Name (s) for Recognition_______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some available naming opportunities (payable over five years if desired):
n Vestibule & Reception Area $200,000
n Galleries and Major Exhibits $50,000

n Outdoor Event Plazas $100,000
n Exhibits $25,000

n Patios $25,000

n Exterior Stone Benches and Interior Wall Displays $10,000
n Gardens/Flagpole $5,000
n Patio Pavers $500

n Interior Benches $1000

n Walkway Bricks $100

Please make checks payable to the Lincoln Motor Car Foundation and mail to:
				
Jack Shea, Treasurer
				
Lincoln Motor Car Foundation
				
5022 Harbortown Lane
				
Fort Myers, FL 33919-4651
				jshea3642@comcast.net
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n 1937 Lincoln-Zephyr Coupe with the Burlington Route’s “Zephyrus” streamlined
locomotive. The car and the train shared the Zephyr name as well as an innovative
use of 1930’s streamlined design. Art by Jack Juratovic.
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Lincoln Owners Club • www.lincolnownersclub.com
Lincoln-Zephyr Owners Club • www.lzoc.org
Road Race Lincoln Register • www.hemmings.com/clubs
Lincoln and Continental Owners Club • www.lcoc.org

